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MEMOIRS OF JOSEPH STURGE. 
(Continued from page 227.) 

No sooner was the conference over, and the 
various practical matters arising out of it in a 
fair way of being carried into effect, than Mr. 
Sturge began to consider in what direction his 
services would be farther useful, in the same 
cause. From one of his letters already cited, it 
appears that in the early part of 1839 he con- 
templated a visit to the Brazils, to enquire into 
the operations of the slave system there. But 
such was the disturbed condition of our coun- 
try, and especially of the town of Birmingham, 
at the time, that he felt it his duty to relinquish 
the project. , 

Mr. Sturge, however, felt that the stronghold 
of slavery was in the United States, and he had 
for some time entertained the idea of visiting 
that country, especially on a mission to the 
members of his own Society. In the earlier 
history of the anti-slavery movement in Amor- 
ica, the Friends had taken a very prominent 
part. Its origin, indeed, may be ascribed to 
the labors of two admirable men belonging to 
that body, Joho Woolman and Anthony Bene- 
zet, who, long before the public conscience had 
awoke in this cuuntry to a sense of the sinful- 
ness of siavery, had perceived and proclaimed 
that trath with an apostolic boldness and fervor 
that produced a great impression, not only with- 
in their own religious circle, but oa public sen- 
timent generally in many of the States. 
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statesmen associated themselves, though they 
were mainly composed of members of the So- 
ciety of Friends. But it would appear that, 
more recently, a different course had been gen- 
erally adopted by the Society. Partly from the 
notion that religious men must not meddle 
with politics, partly from a too fastidious appre- 
hension of compromising their own uliar- 
ities by co-operation with Christiats of other de- 
nominations, and partly also, it may be feared, 
from a decline in the sarnestness and moral 
courage which had distinguished their prede- 
cessors, the Friends in America had, for many 
years, taken very little active part in the anti- 
slavery agitation. They had, indeed, cleared 
themselves of al] direct participation in and 
complicity with the evi] thing, having adopted 
as a rule of discipline the exclusion of slave- 
holders from religious fellowship, and they had, 
moreover, from time to time formally uttered 
their ‘testimony’ against it. But beyond that 
they did not care to go. Instead of being, as 
their brethren in this country ever have been, 
the most active promoters of the movement for 
freedom, they, for the most part, held aloof, and 
did not decidedly come forth ‘to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty.’ This was a 
matter of deep lamentation to Mr. Sturge, and 
he determined to go among them, in the hope 
of doing something to engage them in more 
active interest on behalf of the cause that was 
so dear to his heart. Combined with this there 
were, also, other objects, especially that of in- 
ternational peace, which he hoped to subserve 
by visiting America. Among the Friends in 
that couutry there were a few like-minded with 
himself on the subject of slavery, who felt 
there was a call upon them in the name of jus- 
tice and humanity, before which all sectarian 
pruderies ought to give place, to join with 
earnest men of every creed who were williug to 
labor for the simple object of putting away the 

at abomination which was the curse aud ca- 


it was uuder the impulse which they had! lamity of the land. Among these stuod con- 


created that the first anti-slavery societies were 
eatablished about the period of the American 
revolution, with which Judge Jay, Benjamin 
Franklin, Dr. Rush, and other distinguished 





spicuous the name of Johu Greenleaf Whit- 
tier, now known through the world as the poet 
Isureate of freedom and philanthropy, whose 
animating strains bad from the first roused and 
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cheered on the small band of brave men who|peaceand temperance, juvenile erime and prison 


then constituted the forlorn hope of abolition- 
ism in the United States. 

Though, prior to his visit to America, Mr. 
Sturge had no personal acquaintance with Mr. 
Whittier, yet, knowing weil his sentiments and 
sympathies, he wrote to that gentleman, ex- 
plaining with characteristic modesty the design 
he cherished, and inviting his co-operation. 

Mr. Sturge’s intention of going to America 
was very little known. It could not, however, 
be concerled from those who were associated 
with him in public work, many of whom sent 
him cordial greetings on his departure. 

But it must have been specially gratifying to 
Mr. Sturge to receive on the eve of his depar- 
ture for America the following letter of counsel 
and encouragement from the venerable patriarch 
of abolitionism in England :— 

‘ Playford Hall, March Sth, 1841. 

‘My peaw Frienp,—Though I feel very 
sorry for your departure to a distant land, yet [ 
conceive how it may have come into your mind 
in the shape*of a duty, aa at the head of our 
great cause here, to know of yourself, and per- 
sonally, how things are now going on in the 
United States concerning it without trusting to 
others. 1 am sure that such knowledge will be 
most useful to you in your future management 
of our couse. ; ; ° ; 

‘ And vow, my dear friend, I repeat that we 
are sorry that yuu are so soon going to leave us, 
but we must submit to this calamity from the 
belief that it will be more than counterbalanced 
by a great preponderance of good. I do really 
think that the Divine blessing will follow you, 
for cannot conceive that you could be going 
on any errand more acceptable to God, than the 
attempt to remove an evil—the greatest pbysi- 
cal and moral evil that ever afflicted the human 
race. My spirit will certainly be with you 
wherever you go. 


‘ Poor little Tommy! I cannot tell by what} J 


means you have made an impression on bim, 
but the child is greatly affected at hearing of 
your departare, and he has nothing to counter- 
balance his sorrow, for he is not of an age to 
comprehend all the good you may do. I am, 
my dear friend, with an anxious and earnest 
desire for the preservation of your health and 
of yourself, and for success to our good cause, 
‘ Yours, affectionately, 
‘Tuomas CLARKEON.’ 


As Mr. Sturge, on his retarn from America, 
ublished a volume containing an account of 
is visit, it is not necessary that we should en. 

ter here into very minute details. That work 
yives much valuable information, not only on 
the whole subject of slavery and the slave trade, 
together with the labors, sufferings, and 
schisms of the abolitionists in the United 


discipline, the operation of the voluntary prin- 
ciple in religion and education, the condition of 
the Indian aboriginal tribes, and of course a 
good deal respecting the state of the Socicty of 
Friends in that country, We have, however, 
in our possession a series of letters he wrote to 
his sister during his absence, in which he enters 
more fully and freely upon various matters con- 
nected with the anti-slavery cause in America 
than it was thought expedient to make public 
at the time. Some of the revelations they con- 
tain, especially when read in the light of the 
awful events that have recently occurred, seem 
to us full of significance and instruction. They 
prove to what an extent religious principle bad 
Secome palsied by contact with slavery, even in 

that Society which was least under its influ- 
ences, and how dangerous is the tendency to 
which all religious bodies are exposed of substi- 
tuting zeal on bebalf of the ‘ mint and anise 

und cummin’ of sectarian forms for the weigh- 
tier matters of the law, ‘ judgment, mercy, and 

faith.’ He embarked at Portsmouth on board 
the British Queen steam packet,eon March 10, 
1841. On the night of March 18, they encoun- 

tered one of the most awful hurricanes ever 
witnesse] by the oldest sailor on board, the 

same in all probability in which the unfortu- 

nate President, coming in the opposite diree- 

tion, foundered, for she was never heard of 
more. ‘From this date to the 24th,’ he says, 
‘we experienced a succession of storms of in- 

deseribable violence and severity, which, at some 

intervals, caused great and I believe very just 

alarm for the safety of the ship.’ 


*New York, Sth mo. 15th 1841. 

‘We arrived at Baltimore in the atternoon 
of the 28th of Jast month. While there I got 
admittance to one of the principal slave-trading 
establishments in that city, which was built in 
a public street within the last two or three 
ears. The name of the owner is Hope H. 
Slaughter. I told him we were strangers, and 
having heard much of such establishments, we 
were desirous to see one with our own eyes. 
He immediately consented, and with the great- 
est apparent readiness. It was kept very cleua, 
and the rooms, secured by strong iron doors, in 
which the negroes were usually locked up, ure 
laced behind an open yard with high wulls. 
~~ this yard they are allowed to go in the 
daytime. ‘There were not more than five or six 
slaves in the establishment at the time we were 
there. He said he had sent a batch off to New 
Orleans on the previvus Seventh-day. After he 
had shown us over the premises, and whilst he 
hud the door of his office locked upon us, he 
entered upon a curious defence of his trade, 
which showed, I thiuk, some remaining signs 
of conscience. J. G. Whittier said he observed 
he would not look us in the face as he spuka 


States, but on the wore general questions of! He did not attempt to controvert the pusition 
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which I stated to him, that we held that slavery | he said — “ I want to connect it with spiritual 
and the slave-trade were inconsistent with| blessings. He that drinketh of this water 
the Christiam precept, “to do unto others as|shall thirst again; but he that drinketh of the 
we would they should do unto us,” but said he | water that I shall give him shall never thirst, 
should be as ready as any one to have the sys- | but it shall be in him a well of water springing 
tem abolished, if they were compensated for|up unto everlasting life. Its coldness, its 
their property ; that he was born in a slave |abundance, its refreshment, are types prefigur- 
State; that his mother had been a member of a | ing just what the soul wants. Nothing seems 
Wesleyan church for fifty years, and that|to me so to resemble the pure, refreshing waters 
though he had not joined a Christian church | of salvation.” 
himself, he had never sworn an oath, nor com- 
mitted an immoral act in his life; that the 
negroes were better off when he sold them than 
they were in the hands of those of whom he 
penewners them, and that they not unfrequent- 
y came to him to ask him to purchase them ; 
that he never parted families while they were 
in his possession ; and altogether made out an 
unanswerable case, to show that the slave- 
dealer was not worse than the slaveholder. 
From this establishment we went at once to at- 
tend the Baptist Trienvial Convention. When 
we entered, our anti-slavery friends in that 
body were asking some questions with a view to 
elicit whether the southern delegates did not 
come pledged to vote off Elon Galusha* from 
the vice-presidency of the Missionary board, 
but the southern men appeared confideat of 
their strength, and bore cross-examination with 
more temper than they possibly would if they 
had had any fear of a defeat. But I confess I 
should have been puzzled to have decided 
which had the most conscience—the slave- 
dealer whom we had just left, or the supporters 
of slavery in this convention. To puta stop to 
discussion it was proposed that Fuller, a large 
slaveholding Baptist minister, and Klon Galu- 
sha, should pray, and after some further discus- 
sion it was carried. Galusha’s prayer was @ 
very appropriate one. They then went to the 
ballot, and to our surprise and gratification, 
though there were said to be between forty and 
fifty of those present from one slave State, I think 
South Carolina—and some of the free States 
were scarcely represented, Elon Galusha was 
thrown off only by a majority of seven, the 
number in his favor being 117, and against 
124 ; this might, under the circumstances, be 
considered a moral triumph. an our return in 
the afternoon, I understood (for we were not 
then present) that E. Galusha made such an 
admirable address that a number who voted 
against him expressed their regret. There 
were not a few, [ understand, who came from 
the free States who voted against him. 
(To be continued.) 























































THE RIGHT OF COLORED PERSONS TO RIDE IN 
THE QITY CARS. 
(Concluded from page 231.) 

By the railroad laws of the State, corpora- 
tions organized for such purposes are required 
to furnish sufficient accommodations for, and 
transport such persons as passengers as desire 
and offer to go over their roads on payment of 
the legal fare. They cannot refuse; and, if 
they do, are liable to the aggrieved party for 
all damages that may be sustained. There are 
no exceptions, other than those incident to the 
business of common carriers. These will be 
mentioned hereafter. Defendant is bound by 
these provisions. 

Is the case at bar an exception ? and if it is, 
on what does it rest? Is it not the duty of 
defendant, in return for the special privilege 
conferred upon it, to carry persons desiring to 
travel, on tendering payment, unless objection- 
able for other causes than race, religion, poli- 
tics, or color? Is plaintiff not aperson? Has 
the law, which conferred the privilege and 
cast upon defendant the duty of carrying pas- 
sengers, made any distinctions as to those 
rights and duties, based upon nationalities, 
races, religions or colors of persons who may 
desire and pay for the use of the defendant’s 
vehicles and facilities of travel? Would de- 
fendant be responsible to a white man for 
carrying another who was black, any more than 
it would be complained of by an African for 
carrying a European? But would it not be 
liable to an injured white man if refused to be 
carried for no other reason than on account of 
his color; and, if it would, why should one 
with a black skin, through no fault of his own, 
be deprived of a remedy for a similar injury ? 
Is it because the latter is not a man? Or, is it 
rather because it has been already quite too long 
tolerated by the dominant race, to see with in- 
difference the negro or wulatto treated as a 
brute, insulted, wronged, enslaved, made to 
wear a yoke, to tremble before a white man, to 
serve him as a tool, to hold property and life 
at his will, to surrender to him his intellect 
and conscience, and to seal his lips and belie 
his thonghis through dread of the white man’s 

wer ! 

Was not the Government ordained to defend 
the weak against the stnomg.sito nexaleswight 
Wer OGRE . 2d cto ipaeuse ibberrights of esa 





In the memoirs of E. Bickersteth it is mep 
tioned that when very ill, on drinking some 
cold water, which was his greatest refreshment, 


* An eminent and excellent minister of the Bap- 
tist body, who had given great offence to some of 
his brethren by his anti-slavery sentiments. 
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and: all, however lowly or exalted, and to 
make them as far as possible inviolate ? And, 
finally, is what is asked by defendant in this 
case anything less than to make the Court an 
instrument of power to trample upon right ; 
and, if this is true, what support is offered us 
in so doing except the invocation of prejudices 
which have no holier origin than in brutal pro- 
pensities, and a willingness to assist in perpet- 
uating a relic of barbarism ? 

These are inquiries forced upon us, and 
which could not be escaped if we would, in 
cousidering the positions. of defendant in the 
matter before us, as the foundation on which 
they rest. They demand no answer, since 
their very statement furnishes one. It need 
not.to be added, that it supplies the very sad- 
dest of thoughts, to one who honors human 
nature, and desires its enlargement and _happi- 
ness, to dwell upon such questions, much more 
reply to them. 

That railroad companies have a right to 
make rules for the proper management of their 
business, is undoubted ; but, it is denied that 
such power extends to the establishment of regu- 
lations whereby, in effect, they provide and 
declare that duties imposed upon them by law 
shall not be performed. To regulate the mode 
of transacting their legitimate business is one 
thing, but to refuse, through such regulation, 
the performance of their just duties, is another 
and very different thing. The reasonableness 
of the one, as applicable to their relations to 
passengers carried, may in most cases be prop- 
erly considered by a jury, while the other, 
as in the case before us, where such regulation 
forbids altogether the carriage of persons of a 
particular class, presents a question of law for 
the Court alone, and should not, and cannot 
be submitted to a jury. 

Such regulation presents no question of 
fact, involving its reasonableness in the dis- 
charge of a duty, but one of power to omit its 
performance. The latter the Court must de- 
termine. Where a duty is to be performed, 
regulations may properly be made to advance, 
but not to hinder or prevent what is enjoined. 

The right to be carried is superior to the 
rules of the company, and cannot be affected 
by them. But how persons may be carried, 
when and where, is a just subject of regulation. 
Such, when complained of by one entitled to 


apply for transportation. This common law 
obligation is, of course, subject to certain qual- 
ifications : the fare must be offered ; thé ap- 
plication must be made at the proper place and 
time ; there must be room ; no unusual danger 
in the way: the person applying must not be of 
bad character so as to raise a just presumption 
that his conduct in the conveyance will be un- 
lawful ; nor must he or she be disorderly in 
his or her conduct; nor filthy or diseased, so 
as to promote the discomfort or endanger the 
health of other passengers; nor one who refu- 
ses to submit to reasonable regulations in re- 
gard to conduct ; nor one whose object in ob- 
taining a passage is to interfere with the pro- 
prietors of the conveyance so as to make 
their business of transportation less. (See An- 
gell on Carriers, 494 to 508, and cases cited.) 
This enumeration of qualifications embraces 
all the Court has been able to find in any ad- 
judged case, or mentioned in any elementary 
writer ; and certainly no exception or qualifica- 
tion has any where been found to be based upon 
the distinction caused by color or race. We 
no where learn that a common carrier can re- 
fuse to carry any person of good conduct and 
intention, upon the mere ground of any mere 
physical or personal quality, or to suit the pref- 
erence or antipathies of other passengers. Any 
other result, from researches made in the mat- 
ter, would have excited surprise, since, if found, 
it could have had no-other support than preju- 
dice, and as a consequence opposed tothe prin- 
ciples of justice 

It is no sufficient answer to these views, to 
say that the successful assertion of the rights 
contended for by plaintiff, will injure and lessen 
the profits of defendant’s business. The ques- 
tion of defendant’s profits or losses, in doing 
what is enjoined by law, constitutes no measure 
or guage, enlarging or limiting its duties ; 
much less can it affect the rights of persons 
entitled to be carried. 

With the special privileges asked and con- 
ferred, and the duties of common carriers of 
passengers, assumed on acceptance by defendant 
of its railroad franchise, went the right to be 
carried in its cars, of all persons, whether of 
high or low degree of social life, the rich and 
the poor, the popular and the unpopnlar, the 
Caucasian and the African, and all other civil- 
ized people, without distinction based upon 














transportation, embraces the question of reason-| classes, race or color. The law, in giving the 
ableness, and must, as involving matters of | right of exclusive carriage, safileek the duty 
facts, be submitted to a jury. The one under! of transporting all who are physically fit, and 
consideration is not of the latter class; it willing to pay; and that duty cannot be avoid- 
strikes at and denies the obligation to carry ed or successfully evaded to the injury of class- 
any of African descent, and is deemed by the'es, or individuals of a class, on account of 
Court beyond the rightful power of the compa-! prejudice arising from color or race, although 
ny to establish. performing its whole duty may tend to lessen 

The defendant is a common carrier of pas- the business or profitsof defendant. With the 
‘sengers, and its duty as such, generally ex- | benefit came the burden, and while the one is 
pressed, is to receive and carry all persons who enjoyed the other must be borne. 
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- If prejudice exist by the whites against the EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF IOWA YEAB- 
oe race, to the extent suggested, and LY MEETING OF FRIENDS, 1864. 
whether naturally or unnaturally founded, is} 4+ Towa Yearl : . 

a ; ; aad y Meeting of Friends, held at 
qo rigene: 8 d aoe of a —_ , Spring Creek Meeting House, near Oskaloosa, 
cterted; en atleges is her complains, & pale ?| Mahaska county, Iowa, the 8th of 9th month, 
and its denial by defendant, accompanied by | j9¢4 
ejection, was clearly unlawful. It follows that) “,,, Representatives were present except two, 
the rule, set up in the answer as an excuse, W48 fr whose absence satisfactory reasons were 
unwarranted. . given. 

It is urged by defendant that it is repugnant |” p,, printed General Epistle, from the Yearly 
7 many white persons to ride a a Meeting held in London in 1864, has been read 
piace, or seats, to negroes or mulattoes. If this j at this time, which has tended to our edification 
be 80, the reply is, that did not alter defen- | ond comfort. 
dant's duty to carry plaintiff somewhere. On [Fifteen hundred copies were directed to be 
the other hand, itis said'by plaintiff's counsel printed for distribution. 
that the alleged repugnance of many white | Epistles addressed to this meeting from the 
persons to sitting near, in the public or private following Yearly Meetings have also been re- 
conveyances, to Regroes OF mulattoes, has 00) ceived and read, viz:—London, Dublin, New 
foundation ae physical — but =o England, New York, Baltimore, Ohio, Indiana, 
thing more sublimated—social considerations— | 444 Western. It has been comforting to us 
and he illustrated by citing the fact that no +, hove our distant brethren brought eda 
= men of Women, whether of northern ot | membrance, and a feeling of Christian love is 
southern origin, hesitates for a moment to ride | revived in our hearts towards the household of 
CSE: A REQTO: OF mulatto, provided such ne | faith by the reading of these salutary Epistles ; 
or mulatto so rides, or is ear to another, in the | ang we are renewedly confirmed that the Holy 
relation of master and servant. In answer, it} spirit will make all the obedient children of 
is only necessary to say, that the Court ¢ 


an 7 i 
hardly be occupied in solving the animus of God to abound more and more in love towar 


; 7 | One another, and toward all men. No Epistle 
euch questions. Perhaps the logic of passing | hag been received from our friends of North 
events, in national concerns, will, earlier OF | Carolina robably on account of the existing 
later, furnish all needful solution to matters of. aed > P 
this kind, with which Courts have little to do, [ A committee was appointed to prepare 
and, especially in these times, much less than answers. ] PPO P 
more practical casuists and vigorous armies. “ ‘ . 

Opposition to doing a ian thought by the!,, . coe ae co month 9th.— 
Court to be unmistakably enjoined on the de-| Brinton Darlington, on behalf of the Represen- 
fendant, resting solely on prejudice against | tatives, proposed Willet Dorland for Clerk, and 
plaintiff's color and race, and the fancied or real | Barclay rye and aa Jessup _ a 
absence of profit to defendant’s business should mane 4 - h 2 eas J Ree aarres ey 
the duty be performed, can hardly be expected —_— a : h Ane, the “a ' n speh Mf 
to receive countenance or assistance from tribu- | ig Wen ’ Ma Cos ey, j Joseph A vere 
nals established to enforce rights and redress “8 *: a" ae yn ae hin’ h “ : 
wrongs. If public opinion on this subject is, Vere Tecordee as ere wie ie 
stronger than the law, let it take the form of a bicct of th io Book of 
embodiment in /egis/ation, and then it can re- Di ssline Mei ad-ne a" $ sae a . 
ceive judicial recognition; but, in the mean-! eed eing introduce Rv aay 
time, our province is to adjudge plaintiff's legal ° We: car serious, and bea y, ee eh praca 
rights and defendant’s duties, as we find them. | We unite in appointing the fo anree eae 

Let the motion, therefore, to strike out be al- | J! & like committee of the women s meeting 
lowed. ".0..6; Pears Judge. to take the whole subject under careful consid- 

eration, and propose to next Yearly Meeting 
Fenelon says ‘‘ we must not be ever children, | such alterations and additions as they may see 
hanging upon heavenly consolations, we must PToper. [Names omitted. ] 
put away childish things with St. Paul. Our! Our Committee on the concerns of the people 
early joys were excellent to attract us, to detach | of color now make the following report, which 
us from gross and worldly pleasures by others : is satisfactory. 
of a purer kind, and to lead us into a life of, To the Yearly Meeting 
prayer and recollection, but to be constantly in| Dear Frienps:—From reports from four 
a state of enjoyment that takes away the feeling Quarterly Meetings we learn that Friends have 
of the cross, and to live in a fervor of devotion, shown a commendable interest in the work of 
that continually keeps paradise open, this is relieving the wants of the Freedmen of the 
not dying upon the cross and becoming no-| South. We find that the sum of $3181 74, cash, 
thing.” and $1691.90, worth of clothing, have. been 





















246 





FRIENDS’ 


contributed, and forwarded through various 
channels also two boxes of clothing not valued, 
to the destitute Freedmen, by the various com- 
mittees. We believe that a much greater amount 
has been contributed, but for the want of reports 
from the committees, we are unable to arrive ata 
more definite report. Favorable accounts are 
given of the condition of the colored people 
among us. 

The committee propose to the Yearly Meet- 
ing, that as there has been a wider field for 
more extended service opened by the peculiar 
situation of our Government, that a committee 
be appointed whose duties may not be circum- 
scribed by mere local necessities: but that its 
services be extended beyond the limits contem- 
plated in the appointment last year. 

Quarterly Meeting committees are urged to 
send in their reports as early as practicable in 
ordet to allow the clerk of the committee more 
time. All of which is respectfully submitted 

DaNIEL PRESNALL, 
On behalf of the Committee. 

During the consideration of this important 
subject, our hearts have been dipped in sym- 
pathy with the distressed condition of our col- 


ored brethren of the South now being freed | 


from bondage. 

In accordance with the proposition of the 
committee, we now appoint the following Friends 
to produce to a future sitting the names of 
twelve Friends to constitute an Executive Com- 
mittee for the relief of the Freedmen, whose 
labors shall be directed especially to the relief 
of the physical necessities of the Freedmen, 
and to their advancement in knowledge and 
religion ; to receive all funds and goods which 
may be contributed for the purpose, and see 
that they are transmitted and appropriated 
through the most reliable channel—to employ 
suitable agents to attend to their. distribution 
—to judge of the qualifications of those who 
are proposed, or who may offer themselves to 
devote their time to the work of assisting and 
instructing the Freedmen, co-operate with com- 
mittees of other Yearly Meetings on this sub- 
ject, as way may open for it, and otherwise la- 
bor in every suitable way for the relief and ele- 
vation of this degraded people. 

Monthly Meetings are directed to appoint 
efficient committees, if not already appointed, to 
attend in their own Meetings to raising funds 
and procuring other contributions to be for- 
warded to the care of the Executive Committee 
to such places as they may designate, and 
otherwise aid in the work, and report quarter- 
ly to the Quarterly Meeting committees. 

The committees of the Monthly Meetings to 
give such attention to the colored people with- 
in their limits as may appear necessary. 

Second-day morning, 9th month 12th.— 

The Committee appointed to propose names 

Friends to constitute an “ Executive Com- 
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mittee for the relief of the Freedmen,” now re- 
port the following, who are united with, and 
appointed accordingly, and they are directed to 
report to our next Yearly Meeting, viz: 

John H. Pickering, Addison Johnson, Green- 
berry P. Wood, William Farquar, Joseph Cook, 
of Bear Creek, Eli Jessup, Cyrus Beede, Ben- 
jamin Hollingsworth, Judah Heory Bowerman, 
David Morgan, Seth Macy, Henry P. Ninde, 
and Aaron Street. 

The Committee on the concerns of the people 
of color are released, and directed to pay over 
to the Executive Committee any funds which 
may be on hand. 

[The report of the Committee on First-day 
schools shows the number to be 60, and the 
average time of holding them was 44 months. 
The whole number of pupils was 3,313, of 
whom 246 were members. The number of 
Teachers was 235. There are 42 libraries, 
which contain 3240 books. ] 

The Report on First-day schools says :—The 
statistics show an increased interest in the 
work, and we believe we shall soon be’ able to 
say, we have no meeting without a sng "o 
School. We feel fully assured that our First- 
day Schools are proving a great blessing to our 
religious Society, and a work that our Heavenly 
Father has owned and blessed, when carried on 
according to the Divine will. Our great object 
should be to labor for the advancement of 
Truth. We should feel that the work is the 
Lord’s, and to be availing it must be carried on 
with the co-operation of his Holy Spirit, which 
should be sought and prayed for by us all, es- 
pecially by teachers and superintendents, who 
engage in the work. 

As we become acquainted with the sacred 
volume, we shall feel ourselves constrained to 
extend these blessings to others, and in so do- 
ing we shall be blessed and enlarged at home. 
In watering others we shall ourselves be watered. 

Our elder brethren and sisters are earnestly 
requested to assist in carrying on this great 
work by their attendance and manifest interest, 
bringing with them their children. Bring 
your labors to Christ and He will bless them. 
‘¢ Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
being ensamples to the flock, and when the 
Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” 

(To be concluded.) 





Sr. Paut—“ They may put me where they 
like,” said De Saci, who, when in fear of prisons, 
always carried with him a copy of the apostle’s 
letters, “if L only have my St. Paul.” Blunt 
says, “‘ Nothing can exceed the delicacy of Paul’s 
epistles when administering reproof; he faith- 
fully gives the wormwood, but still anoints the 
lip of the cup.”” And Paley, thus: “ His ‘thorn 
io the flesh.’”” Our not knowing what it was. 
Many of God’s afflicted servants have been 
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brought nearer to St. Paul, by sharing with 
him some constant trial.” Howson, alluding 
to his arguments, says, “‘ Controversy is indeed 
inevitable: but there are two sweet fountains 
which can keep even these troubled waters pure. 
Those fountains were never dry in St. Paul’s 
heart. They are the love of truth, aud the love 
of man.” 


— <6 ____ 
For Friends’ Review. 
THE FREEDMEN. 


“ Long dependent. on others for a scanty 
subsistence, and, after life-long toil, poorly re- 
quited, turned abroad without means, multi- 
tudes have perished from want, and many are 
dying daily from disease caused hy exposure 
and insuflicient food and clothing. Children 
of our common Father in heaven, these, and 
those who shall be brought under similar cir- 
cumstances, have strong claims on our sympa- 
thy and aid, and we are glad to observe that 
Friends are manifesting a lively interest in 
their welfare, and liberally contributing to the 
supply of their needs. We trust this will con- 
tinue and increase, and that Friends will not 
grow weary in their efforts. In carrying out 
this work of Christian benevolence, it is import- 
ant that such measures should be adhered to, 
as will convey relief directly to the objects it 
is intended for, and avoid all complications 
with military or other arrangements, which 
would compromise any of our religious princi- 
ples.” —( Extracted from Minutesof Meeting for 
Sufferings, held 18th of 12th mo., 1863. 

The work of Christian benevolence above re- 
ferred to is that undertaken by ‘‘The Friends’ 
Association of Philadelphia and its vicinity for 
the relief of colored Freedmen.” It would be 
injustice to those who have hitherto sustained 
the Association by their contributions, to pre- 
sume that they now need labored appeals, in 
order to urge them forward io the path of duty 
and of beneficence. There are, however, some 
considerations, vital to the cause, set forth in 
the Report produced and partially considered, 
in the meeting on the evening of the 2d ult. 
By permission a few extracts are here given, 
not only as proof of the earnestness of the Ex- 
ecutive Board, but as an incentive for those 
who have not yet contributed according to 
their means, to do so in the consciousness that 
“ He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the 
Lord.” 

“Tt would be almost impossible for any mem- 
ber of this Board to visit these settlements, and 
not return under a deep sense of the responsi- 
bility of the trust we have assumed.” 

“ This impression is materially deepened by 
the fact, that in the sub-district of Yorktown” 
they “labor alone.” It is with a cordial and 
reciprocal emotion on the part of their friends, 
that we find them ready to “acknowledge with 
thankfulness the preservation in peace of this 
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colored settlement from the evacuation, of 
Yorktown until now, and we may reasonably 
hope that the same Power which has wrought 
the tranquillity of these four months, will con- 
tinue to bless and protect that people ” 

“ The total negro population within about a 
mile and a half of the mission house is proba- 
bly not far from 2000—about 1000 of whom 
are residents of Slabtown, and about half that 
number of Acreville.” 

A feature of the Report which especially 
commends itself to our notice is that which 
looks towards dispersing these crowds of the 
settlements, into industrial allotments. ‘The 
suggestion is timely, and contemplates the 
highest interests of the colored man, as well as 
the means of rendering him most speedily 
self-supporting, intelligent and law-abiding. 
It should bring out energetic endeavors to 
make it practical. The longer we delay educa- 
tional and industrial operations, the heavier 
will be the burden on the Association and on 
the Government. The Report intimates some 
difficulties, yet holds this language: “ We are 
fully persuaded that such a distribution is 
practicable ; and will, to a greater extent, than 
any other yet-conceived plan, prove effectual 
for their moral and physical elevation.” 

Another matter is thus brought to view: 
‘“‘ We would urge the importance of securing a 
competent and interested physician, who would 
live among the people.. A young Friend, who 
could reside: in our own mission-house, and 
participate in the great work of improving the 
minds and morals, as well as administer to the 
health of these poor creatures, would be of 
great value there: and we cannot urge too 
strongly upon the Board, that a vigorous effort 
be made to secure the services of such an one.” 

It may not be proper to anticipate further, 
the interesting particulars of the Report, which 
will probably be extensively circulated. The 
object now aimed at is to call attention to the 
extent of the field of operations, and the close 
relation of these operations to the improvement 
of the Freedmen. In view of these, and of the 
facts and figures presented—as the sale of 
$2000 worth, per week, at the store—sometimes . 
$958 worth per day—the forces required to 
keep such a concern in good running order— 
the number of pupils and of those who ought 
to be pupils (about 800 beside those of the 
Washington School, which is also under the 
care of the Board)—the number of school- 
houses and teachers—the farms, and the varied 
agricultural interests, to say nothing of the 
purchasing, making up, forwarding and dis- 
tributing of clothing, &c.—lastly, in view of the 
probability that the restoration of the rightful 
authority of the United States in those districts 
of Virginia now in revolt, will add to the num- 
ber of the refugees, how should we be animated, 
each to do his part, for the elevation of a race, 
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for whose disenthralment the Society of Friends 
has long and faithfully labored! We may ob- 


serve, too, who, and how many, of the friends of 


that race, both in our own land and abroad, 
are looking on, deeply interested in these ini- 
tiatory efforts to develop the humanity of the 
colored Freedman, and to procure for him the 
enjoyment of his social and civil rights. 


zy. 
Germantown, 12th mo. 5th, 1864. 
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Correction.—In the list of books, last week, on 
page 233, The Missionary Boat, should have been 
The Missing Boat. 





PENNSYLVANIA Hospital, (Pine Street, be- 
tween Eighth and Ninth Streets.\—The physi- 
cians and surgeons of this noble old institution 
have prepared, and the Board of Managers has 
approved and sent forth, an Appeal on its be- 
half for aid. They say:—‘By day and by 
night, for more than a hundred years, to the 
full extent of its means, the Hospital has been 
a place of refuge for the sick and wounded, 
many thousands of whom, without its timely 


succor, would have had but scant measure of 


skilled aid and care in long hours of suffering 
and danger, or in the dread approach of death.” 
During this period 73,570 patients have been 
relieved, of whom 45,088 were supported par- 
tially or wholly at the expense of the Institu- 
tion. 


“Tn view of this large amount of actual 
good effected, the necessity for the call we are 
making may occasion surprise to many, who will 
naturally ask how it is that such a time-hon- 
ored and far-famed charity has come to be in 
want of adequate support in the midst of so 
intelligent and generous a community? This 
question is easily answered. In the first place, 
the number of applicants for treatment has 
greatly increased with the growth of our popu- 
lation, and the enormous development of rail- 
roads and industrial works. Secondly, the rise 
in price of food, clothing, medicines, surgical 
appliances, of everything required for the main- 
tenance of a hospital, has vastly increased the 
expense, while the income has been otherwise 
diminished. 

The Pennsylvania Hospital has been too long 
regarded as a wealthy corporation of command- 
ing influence, instead of a purely charitable as- 
sociation, dependent for its efficiency on a con- 
tinued flow of private contributions. In real- 
ity its income, although faithfully and wisely 
managed, has always been strained to the ut- 





most, and has never sufficed to meet the legiti- 
mate demands upon it. 

That this unfortunate dilemma is not more 
widely known among those who are able and 
willing to remove it, is, in part, our fault; and 
we earnestly hope that the statement of a few 
simple facts may serve to correct the error 
which our silence has hitherto encouraged. 

In the year ending April, 1854, the number 
of non-paying patients under treatment, exclu- 
sive of those who paid a nominal board, was 
756 ; while for the corresponding year of 1864 
it was 1,414, or nearly double—a large propor- 
tion of this increase being due to the numerous 
cases of accidental injury, which are so much 
more frequent than formerly, and more pro- 
tracted and expensive in their treatment. 

The expenditures for the former year were 
$15,465.25 ; for the latter year they amounted 
to $39,643.68, or considerably more than twice 
as much. 

The endowment, therefore, which may have 
answered tolerably well ten years ago, is mani- 
festly far short of what is absolutely, necessary 
now, to save the Hospital from failing to perform 
its ordinary duty after an eventful history of 
more than a century’s duration, in the course of 
which it has always stood first of its kind in 
importance to the commonwealth as in age and 
in the affections of our citizens. It is toavert 
this misfortune—to enable our struggling insti- 
tution to advance with renewed energy in its 
high career of usefulness and mercy, that we 
venture to ask for the assistance of all who are 
disposed to help the sick and needy.” 


It should be stated that the services of the 
physicians and surgeons of the Hospital, ever 


since its foundatien in 1752, have been gratu- 
itous. 


All cases of serious injury, whether acci- 


dental or by violence, if presented within 


twenty-four hours, are received. For several 


years past, these cases have averaged two a day, 


or about seven hundred a year, and as many as 
twenty have repeatedly been received in the 
course of a few hours. The want of means makes 
it necessary to refuse admission to a large class, 
equally in need of aid, who are unable to pre. 
sent themselves within the stipulated interval. 

“ Indeed,” says the Appeal,“ this necessary 
refusal to accept many whom we know to be en- 
titled to hospital aid, has long been the most 
trying part of our official duty.” 

In the present emergency, and with the 
prospect of increased difficulties—even to the 
peril of the existence of the Hospital—the phy- 
sicians and surgeons say :— 

“We appeal to our feilow-citizens 1n all po- 
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sitions of society, to those of large possessions, 
who can never realize in their own persons and 
families the terrible alternative, and to those of 
smaller means to whose business and bosoms 
the comforts of such a haven in time of trou- 
ble may come nearer home. 

We call upon the thousands of manufacturers 
and producers of all grades and kinds, not of 
our State and city only, but of the neighboring 
States, for we constantly receive their people, 
and often have the pleasure, our only reward, of 
retarning them comparatively whole again to 
their friends and their work. 

We appeal to the private families, whose do- 
mestics and various protegés are continually ad- 
mitted to the Hospital, and who thus enjoy the 
assurance of the best chance of recovery to an 
interesting and essential portion of their house- 
holds, without the trouble and expense that 
might otherwise be entailed upon them. 

We appeal, finally, to all whose hearts are 
open to the claims of the unfortunate, and es- 
pecially those unfortunates whom disease, or ac- 
cident, or violence, has thrown from compara- 
tive prosperity into a condition of entire and 
painful dependence on the good-will of their 
fellow-men.” 


Small contributions as well as large will be 
gratefully received ; and it may be proper to 
mention that a payment of thirty dollars en- 
titles a person to a certificate as a Contributor. 

We find the names of the following Friends 
amongst others on the Collecting Committee :— 
M. L. Dawson, North East corner 7th & Walnut 
streets; Thomas Williamson, 7th & Arch street ; 
Israel Morris, 1202 Arch street; Horatio C. 
Wood, 612 Race street; John Farnum, 233 
Chestnut street; William Biddle and Samuel 
Mason, 17 South 7th street ; John M. Whitall, 
410 Race street; S. Morris Waln, 128 South 
Delaware Avenue; Wistar Morris, 209 South 
3d street, and Dr. T. S. Kirkbride, at the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital for the Insane. 


a 

THE UNLAWFULNESS OF ALL Wars.—We 
have repeatedly taken occasion, since the break- 
ing out of the wicked rebellion which still ex- 
ists in our country, to place on our pages essays 
showing the inconsistency of all wars with the 
principles of the Gospel dispensation. This, 
perhaps, may have been thought unnecessary by 
some of our readers, inasmuch as it might 
reasonably be presumed that the subject was 
sufficiently understood amongst Friends, and 








that few of our members would be disposed to 
depart from the peaceable principles always 


held by our religious Society. It is well known, 












however, that some of our young people have 


been induced to take an active part in military 


operations, through a persuasion that the con- 
test in which our government is engaged, differs 
essentially from wars between nations, and can- 
not properly be regarded as war, but as merely 
an enforcement of civil law against transgres- 


sors. To those who believe in the sacredness of 
human life, this position is clearly untenable. 


No man has a right to destroy his own life, and 
he therefore cannot delegate the power to de- 


stroy it to a government or community of men. 


Consequently, no government rightfully pos- 
sesses such power. The question whether civil 
government can be maintained without an ul- 


timate appeal to military power, is one which, 


under existing organizations of government, 
must be left, by the non-resisting Christian, to 
those who make and administer laws which he 
believes to be incompatible with ihe teachings 
of the Gospel. In his support of governments, 
as now existing, he cannot consistently engage 
in any measure subversive of these teachings. 
Confiding in them, as emanating from the Mes- 
siah, he will believe that they are adapted to 
the present condition of Christian nations, and 
that their faithful application would inevitably 
promote the regeneration of the world. His 
views are largely justified and confirmed by 
the early history of Pennsylvania. On the 
other hand, it is certainly true that neither the 
safety of governments and people, nor peace be- 
tween nations, has been permanently secured 
by standing armies and other vast preparations 
for war. 

Reviewing the events of late years in other 
countries and in our own, and looking upon 
what is now passing around us, we are strength- 
ened in the belief that all war—all destruction 
of human life—under whatever plea of policy 
or necessity, and with whatever object, is utterly 
opposed to the religion of Christ and the true 
welfare of mankind. 

A document issued by London Yearly Meet- 
ing in 1841, sets forth so clearly the grounds 
of our principles of peace, and the means by 
which alone we can come into the full observ- 
ance of them, and thus commend them to the 
favorable acceptance of others, that we hope its 
re-publication at the present time will be use- 
ful, and therefore give it place in the Review 
this week. 
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Marrizp, on the 24th of 11th month, at Friends’ 
Meeting, Moorestown, N. J., THomas Bransoy, Jr., 
of Philadelphia, to Respscoa J., daughter of Amos 
Roberts, of the former place. 





, at Arba, Ind., on the 23d of 11th month 
1864, Darius Bonp, son of John H. and Emily Bond, 


to Hannan H., daughter of Pleasant and Ann Hunt, 
the latter deceased. 





, at Cedar, Ind., on the 21st of 9th month, 
1864, Henry B. Lepsetrer, of Springfield Monthly 
Meeting, to Asicait Hunr. 





, at Friends’ Meeting, Bethel, Ind., on the 
26th of 10th month, 1864, NarHan O. Morris, son of 
Joseph H. Morris, deceased, and Martha his wife, to 
Puariwa A. Witson, daughter of Christopher and 
Elizabeth Wilson, the former deceased. 


<0 


Diep, after a protracted illness, near Dublin, Ind., 
on the 29th of 6th month, 1864, Lucy T. Witson, 
in the 27th year of her age, wife of Franklin Wil- 
son, a member of Milford Monthly Meeting, and 


— of Matthew P. Terre], of Mount Pleasant, 
io. 


——, on the 30th of 9th month, 1864, Erma S. 
Kenworthy, daughter of James and Lydia A. Ken- 
worthy, aged 10 months and 3 days. 


-—, on the 18th of 9th month, 1864, MartHa 
Emity, daughter of Levi and Sarah Peacock, aged 


5 months and 18 days; a member of New Garden 
Monthly Meeting, Ind. 





, near Richland, Iowa, on the 13th of 9th 
month, 1864, ALicg MENDENHALL, aged 1 year, 4 


months and 7 days, daughter of Zimri and Mary E. 
Mendenhall. 


——., on the 6th of 5th month, 1864, James Cuam- 
BERS, in the 83d year of his age; a member of Sandy 
Spring Monthly Meeting, Obio. This dear Friend 
was @ native of Ireland. In the year 1808, he, with 
his wife, removed to this country, where, for some 
years, they encountered many privations incident to 
settling in a wilderness, yet through faith in his 
Redeemer, hard things were made easy, and bitter 
things sweet. For some time before his death, he 
craved that he might retain his faculties to the last, 
and pass away without pain, which he was favored 
to experience; thus leaving the consoling evidence 
that through redeeming mercy he bas been gathered 
with the redeemed of all generations. 


——, on the 10th of 10th month, 1864, at the 
residence of Jesse G. Carson, Ind., Resecca Sumner, 
relict of Caleb Sumner, aged 68 years; ajmember of 
Beech Grove Monthly Meeting. She bore an illness 
of five weeks with Christian patience, giving good 
counsel to her children and grand-children. She 
seemed ready to depart and be at rest. 


——, on the 10th of 9th month, 1864, Racuzt, 
daughter of John and Rachel Coppock, aged 22 
years and 2 months. Before her death she seemed 
aware of ber approaching dissolution. The last 
night of her sickness, she asked her mother to pray 
for her, and when supplication had been made, said, 
“T know I sball not live to see the light of another 
day, and these are the happiest moments I ever ex- 
perienced.” Bidding all present an affectionate 
farewell, she gave parting advice toeach. Being 
in great pain, she said, “I am afraid I shall not be 
able to bear my sufferings patiently ;” but she was 


favored with a little ease, and peacefully breathed 
her last. 









of mind. 
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Dizp, on the 25th of 9th month, 1864, RacBEL 
MaRsHALL, daughter of Jesse and Mary Marshall, 
aged 17 years, 11 months and 6 days. 


e 

, on the 4th of 10th month, 1864, Jessz Mar- 
SHALL, aged 61 years, 3 months and 24 days. He 
was a man of strict integrity, ordering his house 
aright. About a week before taking sick, he told 
some of the family he would not stay with them 
long; after he was taken ill, he settled his outward 
affairs. He said he was ready, and saw nothing in 
his way. 


——, on the 14th of 11th month, 1864, NaTHan 
MARSHALL, aged 20 years, son of Jesse Marshall, 
near Bangor, Iowa, at the residence of his brother, 
William Marshall, after an illness of more than six 
months, which he bore with Christian patience. He 
said he was enabled to see his way clear, and to 
know the sting of death taken away. 

The above three were members of Pleasant Hill 
Monthly Meeting, Ind. 





——, on the 11th of 10th month, 1864, Zeno 
Rogers, aged 30 years, 8 months and 17 days; a 
member of Mill Creek Monthly Meeting, Ind. Dur- 
ing bis sickness, the serenity of his countenance, 
his many expressions, and his fervent prayers, 
plainly told that the Comforter was with him. A 
few hours before his last, he called a number of his 
relations to him, and bade each of them an affec- 
tionate farewell, expressing many words of advice 
and love to them, believed to be particularly adapt- 
ed to their several situations in life and conditions 
A desire to forgive and to be forgiven 
was earnestly shown. His spirit seemed to abound 
with love and joy. 


——_-+-~ee 


Our study and knowledge here below, is but 
that of the perpetual captive, who scans and ex- 
plores the walls of his prison-cell. To beguile 
the time he will, perhaps, oftentimes measure 


their height, and breadth, and massive propor- 


tions, or he will sometimes be glad to hear con- 


solation from some one whose chain sighs echo 
to his own. 


Then he has, too, his sculptured 
monuments aad written records to study, rudely 
carved upon the walls around him; their an- 
nals who have inhabited his prison-house be- 
fore him. Alas, poor captive! could thy eye 
but for one moment pierce the low-browed 
vaults of thy bondage-house, and plunge with 
the doves into the deep blue ocean of heaven 
above thee,—couldst thou but for one instant 
gaze upon that glorious throne of brightness 
whose side-long ray lights up and cheers thy 
sorrowful dwelling, or commune with those 
happier beings who inhale to the full its 
warmth and radiance, how would that one 
glance be worth all the lonely and wearisome 
lessons of thy captive hours. 

But faith comes in and makes a bright light 
of heaven to shine around our place of thral- 
dom ; and not so content, strikes our side, bid- 
ding us to arise and gird our garments around 
us, and shake off our fetters, and shows us, 
through the iron gate, that will open as we ap- 
proach,—the hoiy Jerusalem, the place of our 
true abode. “For faith is the substance of 
things hoped for.” 
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THE UNLAWFULNESS OF ALL WARS AND FIGHT- 
INGS UNDER THE GOSPEL. 


Given forth by the Religious Society of Friends at 
their Yearly Meeting, held in London, 1841. 


From the earliest period of the history of our 
religious Society, we have maintained the prin- 
ciple that all wars and fightings are wholly in- 
consistent with the Gospel dispensation; and 
we think it right at the present time thus to 
set forth the scriptural grounds of this princi- 

le. 

, We have ever accepted the Holy Scriptures 
as of Divine authority ; and being taught there- 
in to honor the Lord Jesus Christ as our Law- 
giver and our King, we have felt it to be an in- 
cumbent duty to obey his precepts. Among 
these precepts we have received, in their full 
and comprehensive import, those injunctions 
given forth by our Lord in his Sermon on the 
Mount, “ Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you.” 
Christ are plain and unequivocal, and if we thus 
accept them, and are enabled through his grace 
to obey them without flinching and without 
compromise, we can take no part in war; for 
how can we destroy those whom we are taught 
to love, or injure those whom we are command- 
ed to bless? How can we seek to kill those to 
whom we are required to do good ; or treat with 
malevolence or cruelty those for whom we are 
enjoined to pray. 

No lesson is more clearly taught in the Gos- 
pel than the forgiveness of injuries. This duty 
is repeatedly enjoined by our Lord himself. It 
is even made the condition on which we are to 
ask for the pardon of our own offences: “ For- 
give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
“Tf ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
How solemn are his expressions when speaking 
of the punishment of the unmerciful servant! 
“So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not 
every one his brother their .trespasses.”” Thus 
does the law of Christ strike at the root of re- 
venge ; it forbids all vindictive feelings, even 
when an injury is committed or an insult is 
offered ; it prevents all animosities and strife ; 
it cuts off the exercise of retaliation ; it eradi- 
cates the very elements of war. 

Nor is it by precept alone that our Lord has 
taught us that we are not to fight. He is him- 
self “The Prince of Peace ;” and in accordance 
with this blessed character, He hath left us an 
example that we “should follow his steps” —an 
example which to the Christian ought of itself 
to be a conclusive authority against all war; 
for if we are the disciples of Christ, we ought 
ourselves so to walk even as he walked ; “ Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
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he suffered, he threatened not; bat committed 
‘himself to him who judgeth righteously.” He 
rebuked his disciples when they sought to exer- 
cise revenge, saying, “ Ye know not what man- 
ner of spirit ye are of ; for the Son of Man is 
not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.” If we follow the example of Him who 
went about doing good, and who prayed even 
for his murderers, “ Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do,” how can we either 
directly or indirectly do violence or injury to 
others? Neither will the Christian who right- 
ly estimates the example of his Lord be dis- 
posed to elude or restrict it, or to weaken its 
force by any arguments of casuistry or expedi- 
ency. He will not have one standard for his 
private, and another for his public duties.— 
That which prescribes his conduct as a man, 
will regulate it also as a subject and a citizen, 
and even asaruler. His demeanor in every 
relation of life will proclaim his undivided al- 
legiance to the Prince of Peace, and willshow 
that he is wholly redeemed from the spirit and 
practice of wars and fightings. ; 

Did the precepts and the example of their 
Lord thus regulate the lives of professing 
Christians, how would their consistent conduct 
exert its powerful influence over their fellow- 
countrymen, until the pure and peaceable prin- 
ciples of the Gospel gave the impress of their 
own blessed character to the community at 
large! Thus would the coming of that day 
be hastened, when, according to the language 
of ancient evangelical prophecy, men “ shall 
beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks: nation shal] not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 

It is true that, in the inscrutable wisdom of 
his providence, the Almighty was at times 
pleased, under a former dispensation, to permit 
and to authorize war for the punishment of na- 
tions for their wickedness: but this is no war- 
rant for us to fight. We can plead no such 
authority: we are living under that administra- 
tion of grace and truth which came by Jesus 
Christ. His advent upon earth was ushered in 
by a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God, and saying, “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.’ 
It is the purpose of our heavenly Father that 
mankind should be brought under the power of 
this grace and thistruth. As this becomes the 
case, that love to our native land and that af- 
fection to our countrymen which are natural to 
us, are enlarged, exalted, and purified. Under 
the sacred and blessed influence of the love of 
Christ, we not only seek to live in harmony 
with our own countrymen, and in the perform- 
ance of acts of brotherly kindness towards 
them ; but, under the expansive power of the 
same heavenly principle, we acknowledge the 
péople of every nation, of every color, and of 
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every clime, as our brethren, the children of 
one and the same Almighty Parent, our Father 
in heaven. Regarding them in this relation, 
we desire to serve them, to help them, and to 
do them good; we feel that to injure or to de- 
stroy them is to violate that brotherhood which 
God has established between us,—is to trans- 
gress that holy law of peace and good will 
which is the distinguishing characteristic of 
the dominion of our Lord and Saviour. 

We have observed with satisfaction and 
thankfulness, that the Holy Scriptures have 
been widely distributed in heathen and Ma- 
homedan nations in the native languages of the 
people, and that the truths of the Gospel have 
met with a ready acceptance by many who had 
been living in superstition, idolatry, and vice. 
But it ought never to be pleaded by any in jus- 
tification of war and conquest, that these may 
prepare the way for the extension of the king- 
dom of our holy Redeemer over nations sunk in 
ignorance and darkness. In our apprehension 
it is highly displeasing in the sight of God, for 
the inhabitants of a Christian country to per- 
vert those talents which ought to have been de- 
voted to his service, to the invention and exer- 
cise of means for the subjugation and oppres- 
sion of less enlightened countries. That naval 
and military armaments should have ever gone 
forth to any of those lands, spreading desola- 
tion, misery, and death among the unoffending 
inhabitants, we cannot but regard as areproach 
to a people who profess to be the followers of 
Him who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners. 

Even in times of outward tranquillity, mili- 
tary colleges and other establishments are main- 
tained in nations professing the Gospel of 
Christ, in which men are trained for warriors, 
and designedly imbued with sentiments of hu- 
man glory and ambition. For rational beings, 
possessing immortal souls, and all created by 
the same merciful Father, to be systematically 
instructed in the art of wounding and killing 
each other, and to exercise their skill to do this 
most effectually, is in itself so utterly opposed 
to the precepts of Christ, and therefore sinful, 
that nothing but the force of education and 
long familiarity with the practice and the his- 
tory of war, can have reconciled sincere pro- 
fessors of faith in Him to the continuance of 
this practice. 

We live at a time when the principles of in- 
violable peace are not generally embraced by 
either rulers or people; it therefore behoves 
those who maintain them to endeavor to be sep- 
arated from the spirit and the policy of this 
world; and in the exercise of a tender con- 
science, to be on their guard that they do not, 
in any of their transactions, act contrary to 
their high profession. They not only have to 
guard against being concerned in either offen- 
sive or defensive war, but against bearing arms 


for aggression or defence. On occasions of 
public excitement or party politics, they have 
especial need to watch unto prayer, and to let 
their communication be good to the use of edi- 
fying, that it may minister grace unto the hear- 
ers. If civil tumults arise, and military force 
be resorted to, it is alike incumbent upon them 
to maintain this watchfulness, and to be careful 
that they do not weaken themselves by trusting 
in this means of protection. When war pre- 
vails, and battles are fought by sea and land, it 
becomes the faithful subject of the Prince of 
Peace not to place his dependence on fleets or 
armies ; nor to allow in himself, or countenance 
in others, anything at variance with the 
patience, the quietness, or the reliance of a 
Christian. How forcible and how applicable on 
such occasions is the declaration of Holy Serip- 
ture,—" They that trust in the Lord shall be 
as’ Mount Zion, which cannot be removed !” To 
them He becomes as a shicld and a wall of de- 
fence round about them; and they may humbly 
say, “ The rock of my strength, and my refuge, 
is in God !’ 

Whilst advocating the views of the course of 
life which a consistent Christian should adopt, 
and briefly adverting to some of those practices 
which lead from the right way of the Lord, we 
feel bound to declare our high value for the 
benefits of civil Government, and to acknowl- 
edge the duty of cheerfully submitting to it, 
and yielding a ready obedience to its authority, 
in all cases in which the law of Christ is not 
compromised. But there are cases in which 
we consider that this law is compromised. 
Among these, we have, as a religious Society. 
uniformly included the performance of mili- 
tary service, and the hiring of a substitute in 
the place of such requisition, and also the 
payment of military rates ; when these are en- 
forced we believe it right to submit to the con- 
sequences of a refusal in a meek and patient 
spirit. 

We are very sensible that to live in the full 
observance of the law of righteousness and 
peace is a high Christian attainment. In our 
fallen, unregenerate state, we cannot do this; 
we are by nature prone to malice and revenge ; 
those lusts which give rise to wars and fight- 
ings do war in our members. It is only by 
submitting to the converting power of the Holy 
Spirit, and surrendering ourselves to the rule 
of Him who came to finish trangression, as well 
as to make reconciliation for iniquity, that we 
are enabled to commend our principles to the 
favorable acceptance of others. We have, how- 
ever,reverently toacknowledge that in the mercy 
of God many have been strengthened, at differ- 
ent periods of time, thus to adorn their profes- 
sion of the truth; and when surrounded by 
threatenings, persecutions, and imminent dan- 
ger, to give proof that because they were Chris- 
tians they could not fight. In the recent as 
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well as in the earlier history of our own relig- 
tous body, we have ample evidence of the all- 
sufficiency of the protecting, preserving power 
of the Most High, and of the blessedness of 
trusting in Him alone in such times of extrem- 




















































war. May all who are entrusted with the edu- 
cation of the young be enabled, in the fear of 
God, and under the influence of heavenly wis- 
dom, to impress them with a sense of the mis- 
eries and sinfulness of war, to guard them, es- 
pecially when reading history or biography, 
whether ancient or modern, against those false 
principles of honor which are often acquired in 
early life, and against an admiration of the 
deeds of renown of those who have been the 
destroyers of the human race. O that our fel- 
low-professors of the Christian religion would re- 
nounce the vain-glory and pomp of military 
achievements, and that policy which leads to 
aggrandisement, retaliation, and enmity—thatiu 
national, not less than in individual interccufse, 
they would cherish a desire that all may be 
done in strict accordance with the precept, 
“ All things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do you evensotothem.” Then 
we reverently believe that He who prerogative 
it is to bestow his blessing or ts withhold it, 
would prosper the counsels of those who thus 
acted in obedience to his law, would grant them 
national peace and happiness, ad make them 
a blessing to all around them. 

Living in love and good will towards the 
whole family of man, the servaats of the Lord 
Jesus would be found, endeavoring, through his 
help, to lessen the mass of human misery, vice, 
and crime, to pull down the stringholds of sin 
and Satan, and to extend the peaceable reign 
of the Messiah. Exercising faith in Him 
whom they call their Lord, and fully acting up 
to his commands, they would, through the grace 
that is in them, be made instrumental in leay- 
ening those around them, by the force of 
Christian example, as with the leaven of the 
kingdom of our Holy Redeemer, that kingdom 
which is ultimately to pervade and prevail over 
all; when the heathen are to be given to Him 
for an inheritance, and the attermost parts of 
the earth for a possession, when the kingdoms 
of this world are to become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; whea violence shall 
no more be heard in the land, wasting nor de- 
struction within its borders ;—and when those 
memorable words of the prayer which our Lord 
taught his disciples shall be fulfilled, “Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven.” Amen. 


With these views of the precepts and ex- 
ample of our Saviour, and of the character and 
requirements of the Gospel dispensation, we 
feel that it is our duty, not only to seek, through 
the help of the Holy Spirit, to be ourselves 
conformed to them, but to make them known 
to our neighbors, and to promote their univer- 
sal reception. We would therefore affection- 
ately entreat all our fellow professors of the 
Gospel to be willing to examine and see these 
things for themselves, by the help of that light 
which maketh all things manifest—the light of 
the Spirit of God. In proportion as this light 
is received and followed in faith, the under- 
standing is opened to behold the excellency and 
the fulness of the Divine law; and many 
things are perceived to be contrary to it, which 
before were not so regarded. As the Scriptures 
are read with a single eye, and in dependence 
on that Spirit by which they were given forth, 
it will, we believe, be seen, that war, whatever 
form it may assume, is opposed to the religion 
of Jesus Christ, that it is a violation of his 
righteous law, and hence that it is sin, “‘ for sin 
is the transgression of the law.” Pure and 
holy as are the commandments of God, they are 
not too pure for mankind to observe, otherwise 
they would not have been enjoined. We are 
not commanded to do that which our heavenly 

_ Father will not enable us to perform. 

In the love of Christ, that love which de- 
sires the present and the eternal happiness of 
the whole human race, we earnestly commend 
these Gospel truths to all who bear His name. 
Under a measure of the same love we are 
bold to make our appeal, in an especial manner, 
to the ru/ers of every nation professing the re- 
ligion of our Lord and Saviour. We beseech 
them, in their deliberations and councils, 
whether in the senate or the cabinet, continu- 
ally to bear in remembrance the righteousness, 
the love, and the forbearance inculcated by our 
Lord and his apostles ; and we entreat our fel- 
low Christians of every clime, and every descrip- 
tion among men, seriously to reflect on those un- 
christian habits and dispositions which are fos- 
tered and strengthened by a military life, and 
on the sin of occupying the time, which is en- 
trusted to us fur nobler purposes, in devising 
the means and acquiring the art of distressing 
and killing others—of. cutting short the earthly 
existence of those who are deemed the enemies 
of their country, and thus hurrying ttem into 
the presence of a just and righteous God. 

We desire that religiously-concerned parents 
may be brought to see the evil of suffering their 
children to be trained in the art and science of 





From the Country Gentleman. 
LOVE OF HOME. 

In Great Britain, Franee, Flanders and Ger- 
many, where agriculture is carried to greater 
perfection than anywhere else, there exists, 
among the owners of the soil, the strongest pos- 
sible attachment to the freeholds, great or small, 
which they cultivate, and which their fathers, 
for centuries, cultivated before them. 

This strong and laudabl¢ attachment to one’s 
earliest home, the plap-gipund of his infancy 
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the scene of his youthful labors, the arbor of his | 40 repeat the same impoverishing process. The 
wedded love, the nursery of his children, and} Bedouins of the desert are not very celebrated 
the sepulcher of his fathers, which is native to| for agricultural thrift, and the Bedouins of this 
every human heart, has long been violated by| country, with good reason, are not much more 


the migratory habits of our people; and this| so. 


violation of so sacred a tie has inflicted an incal- 
culable injury on the persevering industry and 
cumulative prosperity of our farmers. Mungo 
Parke tells us how strong this natural love for 
the spot of one’s birth is in the heart of the Af- 
rican negro: “To him no water is sweet but 
that which is drawn from his own well, and no 
shade so refreshing as the tabba tree of his na- 
tive dwelling. When carried into captivity, he 
never ceases to languish during his exile, seizes 
th. first moment to escape, rebuilds with haste 
his fai'en hut, and exults to see the smoke as- 
cend agan from his native village.” In France 
the same feeling is observed, and Arthur Young 
long ago rewarked that it “‘ continues undimin- 
ished in streagth, though the freehold is reduced 
to the fraction of a tree.” Bishop Heber tells 
us that in Ceylon the attachment of the culti- 
vators to their little properties is such that “ it 
is not unusual to see a man the proprietor of the 
hundred and fiftieth part of a single tree.” In 
Canada too this local attachment among the 
habitans of French descent, still operates with 
such force thet population multiplies inward 
not outward, ard cultivators divide and sub-di- 
vide their freeLolds among their children, and 
cultivate them more and more highly from gen- 
eration to genemtion. 

Now, although this feeling has doubtless be- 
come excessive in older countries, and therefore 
fetters enterprise, and compresses the range of 
the intellectual powers, it is quite certain that 
we have been gcing off into the opposite ex- 
treme. With us almost every man is anxious 
to sell his farm, or cut it up into building lots. 
The papers are crowded with advertisements of 
“farms for sale.” Many are sold which are 
never advertised, and many more would be if 
purchasers could be found. It would seem from 
this popular movement as if there were about 
to be a general exodus of our farming popula- 
tion—a stampede of almost the entire class to 
some fabled garden of Hesperides in Wisconsin, 
or some Eldorado ir. California. Multitudes 
are anxious to convert their farms into “ green- 
backs,” to realize, as the saying is; and sell out 
their paternal acres, investing the proceeds in 
articles or projects of moonshine, of which there 
are always enough at hand. Nota few of our 
farmers seem to be cousins to the “ squatters” 
at the West, who cultivate farms only for the 
purpose of making some improvements, and of 
selling them to the first bidder, to dash into the 
wilderness still more Western and try the ex- 
periment over again. Or, to use a more appro- 
priate similitude, they rather resemble the wan- 
dering Arab, who settles down upon one oasis 
tii] he exhausts it, and then removes to another 
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BE NEAR ME, LORD. 


Be near me, Lord, my light and stay, 

When fears and doubts perplex my way ; 

Be near me, when the tempter’s wile 

Plies craftily my own heart’s guile ; 

As sunlight breaks through clouds and rain, 
Be near me in my grief and pain. 


I know thou art not far, O Lord, 

From him who walketh by thy word ; 

I know ’tis but the cloud of sin 

That hides thee from my heart within ; 

I know thou dost not veil thy face 

From him who trusts thy plenteous grace. 


But, Lord, my flesh doth faint and fail ; 
My weak heart sinks; my fears prevail , 
Mine eye grows dim: I cannot see 

The presence that is life to me ; 

Hold me, O Lord, that I may know 
Thou still art near me here below. 


For without thee, my Christ, my Lord, 
I find no joy e’en in thy word, 

No promise that is clear to me, 

No strength, or hope, or victory ; 

Kut all is darkness, doubt, and fear, 

In heaven and earth, till thou art near. 


Be near me, Lord, that I may flee 

At once with all my cares to thee ; 

And when the traitor thought within 

Would parley with the lust of sin, 

Thy strength unto my weakness bring, 

And keep the fortress for its king. ORWELL. 
Good Words. 


—_——___ +-~ee—- 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


+ 

Forgien InTe~iicgence.—Advices from Liverpool 
are to the 27th ult. 

Great Britain.—The news of the re-election of 
President Lincoln had been received, and was 
commented on by the press generally. The large 
majority on the popular vote, and the near approach 
to unanimity of the States, appear to have made a 
profound impression. The Daily News published a 
letter from Professor Goldwin Smith, of Oxford, who 
has been on a Visit to this country, dated at Boston 
on the 9th ult., in reference to the election, in which 
he extols the tranquillity with which the contest was 
conducted, and says he looked in vain for the evi- 
dence of the tyranny of the majority. 

R. Cobden addressed a great meeting of his con- 
stituents at Rochdale on the 23d, his leading theme 
being non-intervention in European or American af- 
fairs. Adverting to the contest in America, he 
asked why the South, asin other cases, Had not put 
forth a list of grievances. The reason, he thought, 
was because they had but one; they wanted to con- 
solidate, extend and perpetuate human slavery. In- 
stead of stating their grievance, they asked to be let 
alone, and this cry had gained so much European 
sympathy for the insurrection. He regarded the 
peaceable Presidential election as one of the most 
sublime spectacles in the history of the world. The 


peopie had resolved, notwithstanding their great - 


sacrifices, that slavery should be abolished. 

Frequent and severe gales had occurred on the 
English coasts, causing many wrecks and much loss 
of life. 
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The ship Great Western, detained at Liverpool 
on account of alleged recruits among the passen- 
gers, had been released and allowed to proceed with 
the supposed agents on board. 


France.—The London Jndezx publishes a note 
dated the 11th, addressed to the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs by the rebel commissioners Slidell, 
Mason and Mann, formally presenting to the French 
government a manifesto adopted by the rebel Con- 
gress at its last session, and saying that since it was 
issued the war has continued to be waged by the 
North with even increased ferocity, a more signal 
disregard of the rules of civilized warfare, and 
@ more wanton Violation of the obligations of inter- 
national law. An identical note was presented to 
all the governments of Europe except Turkey. 


and also the California and from Sacramento to the 
Truckee river in Nevada. The progress of freedom 
in Maryland, Missouri, &c., is spoken of warmly, and 
the passage of the amendment to the national Con- 
stitution prohibiting slavery is urged upon Congress, 
in view of the overwhelming decision of the people 
in its favor at the late national election. He regards 
the great bulk of the opposition as Union men, and 
says that no candidate ventured to seek votes 
on the avowal of being in favor of giving up the 
Union. He points to the largely increased vote 
a3 proving that there is no approach to exhaus- 
tion of fighting men. The President thinks that 
no attempt at negotiation with the rebel leader 
could result in any good, as he will listen to 
no terms but disunion, which of course we can- 
not accept, and that the war must decide the issue. 
He emphatically declares his determination not to 
retract or modify the emancipation proclamation, nor 
to return to slavery any person who is free by the 
terms of that proclamation or by any act of Con- 
gress ; saying that if the people should, by any mode 
make such action an Executive duty, another, and 
not he, must be their instrument to perform it. 

The nominations of William Dennison as Post- 
master General, and James Speed, as Attorney 
General, have ‘been confirmed by the Senate. 

The Provost Marshal General has issued a circular, 
stating that information has been received that evil- 
disposed persons, rebel sympathizers, &c., have col- 
lected in Canada with a view to enter the northern 
commercial cities, especially on the Canadian border, 
ostensibly to seek employment, but really with in- 
tent to destroy life and property ; and directing all 
officers of his bureau to place all persons suspected 
to be of this class under strict surveillance, and to 
arrest such as evidently belong to it, The officers are 
to confer with and aid thecivil authorities. The Quar- 
termaster General has issued an order, forbidding 
the employment at the depots of military stores of 
any persons who have within the last six months re- 
sided in Canada as refugees from the disloyal States, 
or as fugitives from the draft. The passport system 
adopted last spring, it is understood, is to be re- 
sumed. The collector of New York, it is said, has 
been directed to notify the masters of vessels ply- 
ing between that and foreign ports, that passengers 
for that city will be required to bring passports 
from their Consuls. This order does not apply to 
certified emigrants landing for the purpose of per- 
manent residence in thiscountry. Persons arriving 
without passports, will be liable to examination by 
the United States authorities. 


The report of the Secretary of the Treasury states 
the receipts from-all sources, during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of 6th month last, including loans 
and the balance in the Treasury at the commence- 
ment, at $1,394,796,007 62, and the aggregate dis- 
bursements during the same period at $1,298,056,101 
89. Deducting the amount of the principal of the 
public debt redeemed, and the amouut of issues,in 
substitution therefor, the actual cash operationos 
were: receipts, $884, 076,646 57; disbursements, 
$865,234,087 86; leaving a balance in the Treasyry 
of $18,842,558 71. The public debt on the Ist of 
7th month, 1864, amouated to $1,740,690,489 49. 
Should the war continue another year, it will prob- 
ably be increased not more than $500,000,000, The 
Secretary does not anticipate any considerable. in- 
crease in the receipts from duties on imports, since 
the high tariff has already somewhat diminished 
importations ; but thinks that the amount of inter- 
nal revenue may be and should be augmented to, at 
least $300,000,000. He suggests that the income- 
tax be laid on all, without the present exemption of 

















































lraty.—After a protracted discussion, the bill 
for the transfer of the capital to Florence passed the 
Chamber of Deputies by 317 to 70 votes. A propo- 
sition to transfer it to Naples had been introduced, 
but being opposed by several Neapolitan Deputies 
. it was withdrawn. The financial bill submitted by 
the government was agreed to. 


Austria.—In the Reichsrath the Prime Minister 
had declared that no bill making the Ministers re- 
sponsible to the Reichsrath would be introduced at 
present. 


Mexico.—Maximilian, on returning from a journey 
through several of the interior States, issued in- 
structions to the prefects of the departments respect- 
ing the civil administration of the empire. The 
main features of the imperial policy are declared to 
be unity of gubernatorial action, justice for all, and 
inexorable rigor towards evil-doers, under whatever 
flag their deeds may be committed. In a letter to 
the Minister of State, Maximilian announces that 
hereafter the armed bands of adherents to the re- 
publican cause will be treated as outlaws. Part of 
one regiment of French troops had embarked for 
their return to France. 


The following summary of the President’s Mes 
sage is chiefly taken from that given by the Phila- 
delphia North American. Opening with a view of 
our foreign relations, the President gives a gratify- 
ing statement of their amicable character. He 
recommends the presentation of a gunboat to 
Liberia, to enable that republic to suppress the slave 
trade; suggests that foreign slave-traders be pre- 
vented from acquiring domicile and facilities for 
their criminal occupation in our country ; adverts to 
the notice given for the termination of the treaty 
stipulations relative to naval armaments on our lake 
frontier, suggests the amending of the law of last 
session to encourage foreign immigration, and an- 
nounces that the overland telegraph between Europe 
and America, by the way of Behring’s Straits, has 
been undertaken by an American company. Pass- 
ing to the finances, he recommends a large increase 
of revenue from taxation, etc.; proposes a new 
species of bonded debt to be held by any bona fide 
purchaser,exempt from taxation or seizure for debts ; 
applauds the rapid extension of the national bank- 
jug system, and suggests the suppression of State 
bank issues. He endorses the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Navy in favor of the establish- 
ment of an iron-clad naval depot at Philadelphia, 
and also that in favor of the creation of the grade of 
Vice Admiral. The State of Nevada has been or- 
ganized and admitted according to law. The war 
has not interrupted or impeded the growth of the 
territories, but the organization of Idaho and Mon- 
tana has been retarded by the Indian troubles. The 
main line of the Pacific, railroad has -been located 
for one hundred miles west of Omaha, Nebraska, 
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$600, the rate, as now, varying with the amount 
taxed; and also recommends that some system be 
adopted by which the mineral lands belonging to 
the United States may yield a revenue. 

The Secretary of the Treasury gives notice of the 
readiness of the Department to redeem on presenta- 
tion, by payment in lawful money, or by conversion 
into U. S. bonds, the three years Treasury notes 
bearing 7.30 per cent. interest, issued under the act 
of 1861. Interest will cease on all such notes not 
presented, after the 10th of 3d month next, at which 
time, under the laws, the right of conversion also 
ceases. 


Miuitary AFFains.—At the latest accounts, no 
general engagement had taken piace near Nashville, 
although there had been much artillery firing and 
skirmishing. Gen. Thomas remained in his position 
near that city, while the rebel forces were also in- 
trenched, and appeared to be endeavoring to cut 
off communication with other points both by land 
and water. They have established a battery on a 
bluff on the Cumberland river, 14 miles below Nash- 
ville. On the 7th, some gunboats engaged this 
battery, but failed to dislodge the rebels. Trans- 
ports ascend the river unobstructed to Clarksville, 
whence they are conveyed to Nashyjlle by gunboats. 
The rebel cavalry have also succeeded in destroying 
a small part of the railroad south of Nashville. On 
the 6th and 7th, considerable skirmishing occurred 
near Murfreesboro, where a rebel force had been 
threatening the forts. On the 7th, part of their 
cavalry attacked and entered the town, shelling it, 
but were driven out, and near the same time, another 
division was attacked and defeated a few miles dis- 
tant. The weather was very cold, and sume snow 
had fallen. 

A movement apparently of some importance, was 
commenced on the night of the 7th from the left of 
the army near Petersburg. Gen. Warren, with parts 
of the 2nd and 5th Corps, and a body of Gregg’s 
cavalry, moved southward parallel with the Weldon 
railroad. Richmond papers of the 10th reported 
that that he was at Jarrett’s Station,30 miles south of 
Petersburg on the Weldon railroad, on the 9th, still 
marching towards Weldon, and weil provided with 
supplies. They supposed his object to be Weldon, 
which is an important point, as commanding the 
only continvous line of railroad connecting Kich- 
mond with South Carolina and Georgia. 

His forces, however, returned on the 11th, having 
proceeded as far as the Meherrin river, and destroyed 
15 miles of the railroad by which the rebel army 
had been receiving supplies. But little fighting oc- 
curred. A considerable force was found near Me- 
herrin river, with a battery, which it was not thought 
best to attack, but the works on this side of the 
river were captured, and the depot destroyed. 

Richmond and other Southern papers represent 
Gen. Sherman as having continued his progress to- 
wards Savannah, along the ridge between the 
Ogeechee and Savannah rivers, and that on the 7th 
be was about 25 miles from the city. Toey report 
some cavalry attacks upon portions of his force 
with little effect. From Port Royal, S. C., we have 
an account that a joint naval and land expedition 
under Admiral Dahlgren and Gen. Foster went from 
Beaufort up Broad river on the 6th, to destroy the 
Pocotaligo bridge, on the Charleston and Savaunah 
railroad, 35 miles from the latter city. Tbis was et- 
fected, and troops were then landed and intrenched 
in readiness for further operations. It is supposed 
they are intended to co-operate with Gen. Sherman’s 
movements. The exchange of prisoners, which had 
been stopped at Savannah, has been resumed at 

Oharleston. 


The Richmond Dispatch of the 13th said that 
Sherman was five miles from Savannah, but had 
not attacked it. 


Concress.—A resolution offered by Sumner of 
Mass. was adopted by the Senate on the 6th, asking 
the President for any information in the possession 
of the State Department concerning any proposition 
or overtures recently made by British subjects in aid 
of the rebellion. A communication from Gov. 
Hahn of La., announcing the election of Senators 
from that State, was presented; also the credentials 
of those Senators and a remonstrance against their 
admission, all of which were ordered to be printed. 
The Standing Committees were elected on the 8th, 
and all bills and memorials before the Senate were 
then referred to the appropriate Committees. 
Among the memorials was one asking the appro- 
priatisn of a fund for the support of a national 
home for totally disabled soldiers and seamen. On 
the 12th, Davis of Ky. introduced a series of resolu- 
tions for the restoration of peace and Union; pro- 
posing @ convention of all the States as the agency 


by which these ends shall be attained, and alse pro- 


posing to refer to the consideration of such conven- 
tion, as the basis of a settlement of the difficulties 
among the States, several amendments to the Con- 
stitution, containing provisions for the consolidation 
of some of theStates into fewer ; changes in the mode 
of choosing President and Vice-President; the as- 
sertion of an absolute right to the writ of habeas 
corpus under all circumstances, trial by jury, &c. ; 
the exclusive right of each State to estavlish what 
shall be property within its limits and to manage its 
local institutions ; restrictions of the taking private 
property for public use, and of the claim of military 
necessity; and a provision that no negro shall be 
a citizen of the United States. 


In the House, Stevens of Pa. introduced on the 6th 
a bill to prohibit the exportation of gold and silver 
coin, and to prevent gold and silver coin and bul- 
lion from being paid or accepted for a greater than 
their legal value, and any Treasury or other U. S. 
note from being received or paid for less than its law- 
fully expressed value. It was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, but the vote was reconsid- 
ered the next day, and the bill was laid on the ta- 
ble. Bills were also introduced prescribing an oath 
of loyalty to all persons practisiug law in any State 
declared to be in rébellion; providing for the for- 
feiture of the fee of rebel landholders ; for estab- 
lishing an ocean steamship mail service between 
the United States and China; providing for the sale 
of mineral lands ; to drop unemployed officers from 
the army rolls; and allowing a bridge to be built 
over the Hudson riverat Albany. The bill to estab- 
lish a uniform system of bankruptcy, postponed from 
last session, was passed on the 12th by yeas 76, naya 
56. It is still to be acted upon by the Senate. Resolu- 
tions were adopted, instructing the Judiciary Com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the Constitution that representatives in Congress 
shall be apportioned among the States according 
to their number of qualified electors; the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of fixing an ad valorem tax on all Sales of mer- 
chandize ; the same committee to inquire into the 
expediency of exempting from taxes on inheritance 
estates passing to widows from their husbands; and 
the Committee on Military Affairs to consider the 
propriety of prohibiting the transit of goods to the 
territory in the possession of persons engaged 
in the rebellion, and their sale to persons therein, 
and of authorizing the purchase of the products of 
the territory occupied by rebels in arms, by persons 
uot in the military or other service of the U. States. 


unmencnamantiten 
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